
How to find the reserve
OS Sheet 141 Grid Reference SP 866 872

The reserve is located near the Southern Gateway to 
Corby, between the A6003 and A6014 and is 
signposted from both of these roads. The reserve is 
bounded by Gainsborough Road, Danesholme Road 
and Colyers Avenue. 

More information
Your local Wildlife Trust protects the special 
wildlife and habitats of Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire 
and Northamptonshire. We are a charity dependent 
on voluntary contributions.

For more information on King’s Wood and other Trust 
reserves in Northamptonshire please contact:
Reserves Manager, The Wildlife Trust, Lings House
Billing Lings, Northampton, NN3 8BE, Tel: 01604 
405285, Email: northamptonshire@wildlifebcn.org

www.wildlifebcn.org

Welcome to

King’s Wood
Local Nature Reserve

How the Trust cares for this reserve
Rides and glades are mown in late summer to  
encourage wildflowers, and some trees and shrubs 
are cut back periodically to create sheltered, sunny  
conditions that allow insects to thrive.
The Wildlife Trust is restoring coppicing in some 
areas of the wood. This traditional practice of 
cutting shrubs, such as hazel and ash, encourages 
new shoots to sprout. These are cut on a 14 year 
cycle and used as stakes and binders for hedge 
laying. This practice allows 
plenty of sunlight through 
to the woodland floor, 
which encourages many 
woodland plants and  
butterflies.

Not all of the wood is
managed; some areas are left to natural processes. 
These shady areas with tall trees and dead and 
decaying wood are home to a wide variety of 
insects and the birds and mammals which feed on 
them.

We monitor the wood to ensure our management is 
conserving the important wildlife you find here.

Access
There are marked entrances on all sides of the 
reserve. The main entrances are located on Colyers 
Avenue and the corner of Gainsborough and  
Danesholme Roads, where there is also a grass 
verge with room to park several cars.
The main path that dissects the reserve is surfaced 
and level. Other rides and secondary paths can be 
uneven and muddy when wet.
The reserve is open to visitors throughout the year. 
Guided walks are available in each season.

To find out about becoming a member of the Wildlife 
Trust please contact:
Supporter team, The Wildlife Trust, The Manor House, 
Broad Street, Great Cambourne, Cambridge, CB23 
6DH, Tel: 01954 713500 
Email: Cambridgeshire@wildlifebcn.org

We hope you enjoy your visit

    The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire
    Registered charity no: 1000412
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This leaflet has been funded through 
Access to Nature, a scheme run by 
Natural England and funded by the 
Big Lottery Fund.
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In the summer look out for bullfinch and three 
spectacular birds of prey; sparrowhawk, buzzard 
and the re-introduced red kite. Enchanter’s 
nightshade blooms beneath the trees, and angelica, 
burdock and meadowsweet can all be seen at this 
time of year.

Dragonflies can be spotted hunting along woodland 
edges and grassland. Also look out for woodland 
specialist butterflies; speckled wood, ringlet and 
purple hairstreak.

Autumn highlights include marsh tits feeding on burdock 
seeds, jays foraging for acorns and, if conditions are 
suitable, a wide array of fungi. Red admiral butterflies can 
be seen feeding on ivy blossom at this time of year.
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In medieval times Rockingham Forest covered much of northeast Northamptonshire – King’s 
Wood is a small fragment of this once great forest. This ancient woodland was managed for  
centuries as Crown coppice, providing shelter for the King’s deer as well as wood for fuel. With 
the expansion of Corby, it became the first Local Nature Reserve (LNR) in Northamptonshire. 

In the winter look out for treecreeper, nuthatch, 
tawny owl and parties of long-tailed tits. Visiting 
siskin can be also be seen, feeding on the seeds in 
the cones of alder trees.

The variety and arrangement of trees and shrubs 
can be seen most clearly in winter, reflecting the 
wood’s long and varied management history, 
which includes coppicing and pollarding.

Hazel and sallow catkins mark the onset of spring. 
Song thrush and both green and great spotted 
woodpeckers can be seen and heard in the 
reserve. Wood violets, wood 
sorrel, yellow archangel and bugle
are notable plants, as well as primrose,
wood anemone and bluebell. 
Later, look out for crab apple blossom
and listen for the songs of summer
migrant chiffchaff and blackcap warblers. 
Spring is also a time of great activity for 
comma, holly blue and orange-tip butterflies, 
along with bee-flies and bumblebees.

Now encircled by the neighbourhoods of Danesholme, Kingswood,
Beanfield and Oakley Vale the 32 hectare wood continues to be an
important home for many plants and animals and a cherished 
green haven for those living nearby. The reserve is owned by Corby 
Borough Council and managed by The Wildlife Trust.

What to look for …
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